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Minister 
talks to 
Spastics 


News 


by Don Massie 


THE ‘Shadow’ Minister 
for the Disabled has 
strongly attacked 
Government cuts in 
spending on_ personal 
social services which 
could lead to wide- 
spread suffering among 
disabled people. 


‘All economics on 
health for disabled 
people are _ counter 
productive,’ Spastics 


News was told by Mr 
Alfred Morris, MP, who 
had special ministerial 
responsibility for dis- 
abled people until the 
General Election. 

‘I am deeply concerned 
about the proposed seven 
per cent cuts in spending 
on personal social services 
envisaged in the recent 
government statement on 
public expenditure, Mr 
Morris said. 

‘If there are to be cut- 
backs on spending on pre- 
yention of disablement and 
on medical aids for the 
handicapped, then many 
more of those people will 
become hospitalised at 
much greater cost to public 
funds,’ he added. 

‘The Government has 
given £4,540 million in tax 
cuis in a full year to the 
most fortunate five per cent 
of the population. It can 
hardly cry poverty there- 
fore as an excuse for 
economies on _ disabled 
people. 

‘While I was Minister for 
the Disabled, expenditure 
went up in real terms year 
by year. We are now faced 
with cutbacks that will 
cause very real suffering to 
the disabled. 

‘It could lead to wide- 
spread suffering among dis- 
abled people and increase 
expenditure if more dis- 
abled people are put into 
hospitai. 

‘Ii you are not prepared 
to help disabled people to 
live in their own homes, 


Continued on Page 12 


a story of Getic 


THE scene—The Spastics Society’s East Anglia 
Family Help Unit in Suffolk. The occasion—filming 
by the BBC of a very special documentary concerning 
adoption. The compassionate couple in the picture 
have been considering the possibility of adopting a 
spastic child, and so that they will understand some 
of the problems of future care they have been visiting 
the Society’s unit to meet the young visitors there and 


THE Spastics Society was where on each occasion the 
represented at two major 


exhibitions 


‘Save a_ Baby’ _ stands 
in November caught the attention of VIP 


$% eters 


watch the staff at work. Mrs Margaret Cresswell, head 


of the unit, 


is introducing them to one of the children 


whose stay at the Family Help Unit coincided with 
the exciting visit of the film crew. 

The Family Help Unit exists to give parents a 
break from the constant care of their handicapped 
children, to allow them a holiday together—sometimes 
just a night out—and it has proved a ‘lifeline’ at times 


of family crisis. 


speakers. 

The Duke of Edinburgh, 
left, opened Naidex ’79 at 
Wembley Conference 
Centre (report and more 
pictures on page 3, and 
new ideas and _ products 
from Naidex on 4 and 5). 

The Home Secretary, Mr 
William Whitelaw, spoke at 
the ‘Voluntary Organisatious 
in to the 80°s’ exhibition, and 


visited the Society's stand, 
pictured below, along with 
Nicholas Hinton from the 
National Council ef Social 
Service. 

Mr Whitelaw spent some 


time discussing the question of 
the prevention of handicap and 
better use of the ante-natal 
care services with Mrs Mary 
Holland, Intelligence Officer for 
The Spasties Society. (Repore 
and pictures on page 19.) 


Both 


SSW 


Lots of pull 


THE Spastics Society was one 
of four children’s charities to 
benefit from the proceeds of 
a sponsored tractor-pull from 
the Somerset 


Devon County 


the 
Showground. 


border to 
Taking part were members of 


the Yarcombe and _ District 


Farmers Club 
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: Sing dl 
song 
of the 
season 


WHETHER you are a 
soprano or bass, tone- 
deaf or out of tune, it 
does not matter when it 
comes to Christmas 
carols, and there is a 
feast of carol concerts in 
December. 

The Stars Organisa- 
tion for Spastics takes 
the stage first with two 
concerts at the Royal 
Festival Hall on Satur- 
day, December 15, .a 
matinee at 4 pm and a 
second performance at 
8 pm. Tickets are 
available at the Box 
Office and as always 
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international stars to 
lead the well-loved tra- 
ditional songs that are 
as much a _ part of 
Christmas as Santa. 

The following day, 
the International Year 
of the Child Committee 
is asking everyone to 
assemble in front of 
Buckingham Palace and 
sing carols to the Queen, 
who will appear on the 
balcony. Carols for the 
Queen starts at 6 pm 
and promises to be spec- 
tacular, with a firework 
display, choirs and 
massed bands, and a 
torc hlight procession. 
Free parking will be 
available for coaches in 
Constitution Hill and 
Horse Guards Parade. 
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TAILOR-MADE FOR 
THE SPASTIC CHILD 


The Avon comes in three different sizes, with a choice of 
chassis - for indoors or outdoors, pusher or self-_ 


propelling. 


Tilt angle is adjustable up to 35°, footrest extendable to 


any leg length. 


The long fist of accessories fits the chair to the child = 
including velcro-attached side panels and shoulder 
wings, hammock seat, hydrocephalic back, moulded tray. 


Write for full details to: 


Newton Aids Lid, 


Dept N31/SN 

Freepost (no stamp required) 
Salisbury SBI 2YZ 
Telephone 0722/2044] 
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an mothers-to- 


aaa : 
depend so much on the relat ; 
= 
) relatives 
. @ RELATIVES of handi- 
: 3 é 2 capped people are all too 
3 O  & I  , Ge ©O CS, Wwe SS. often burdened with { 
‘ responsibilities but a bit 4 
4 le 3 hi q short on basic human B 
MANY of us realise any personal problems. settle in Lancashire and are | yights. Readers of Spastics 
: . F : unused to the much colder a . 2 
the difficulties of com- Without Mis Fatel’s ee winter SiaBtes this calls for ee bie sp ieee 
municating with some and guidance a vast Bei phe! mothers-to-be to ensure they ese 


Fi i : E eR a dent out of hospital for = 
ie not speak English and This meant that the expec- mother-to-be was advised <hat pth tae ogee eccurdeney a 
= cannot read. or write tant mothers went without on bie peercient and ae excépt re the xecidente ‘ 
: in their own language, attending baby clinics, Haren pare ved 2 miedieal condition pre 
was explained when without the advice and eee See chades thie 
: was it discovered the woman F d 
Mrs Lalita Patel, a field medical knowledge they was pregnant by seven months 3. The right to information =p 
officer with The Spas- need before giving birth. and had made no Visits to a about the resident’s condi- ; 
. Che . + 9, 
tics Society in the It also meant that babies babys shiatcs anit a Me sate 
North-West “région; “Wee bom of low. bith Conditi recteational and veliabittaaaa 
sited The S 2) weight and this frequently onditions onal. - prosciieene ane 
visite : = >pastics led to permanent handicap. Many of the families she Activities: 4 
Society s HQ in Park Asian families, when a dis- TE Ey es Ss visits live in rooms with no 4. The right to be informed 
Crescent, London. abled child comes into their Mrs Lalita Patel indoor lavatory or proper Saeko cpiaaspOnellleneiaeen a 
Mrs Patel approaches home, tend to keep the dis- 2 ie bath. A daughter of ons such accidents, injuries, ilinesses a 
the leaders of the Asian ability as much a secret as Street, she has contacted Harden Drive, Bolton, Asian family was found to and other incidents «affect- i 
community in the North- Possible and never let the Asian women expecting talks to the mothers-to-be rami ip ne Eater bave uP ing the resident. 
; : : ‘ . a ete ae 1, his job to be constantly a 
west to ascertain the names Child out-of-doors, feeling —_ babies, offered them all the — in the privacy of thei ems ee era pees Kee ied 5. The right to know how the “A 
of expectant mothers, then embarrassed, ashamed and _ necessary advice and guid- homes. (and without the never went back to 4avork resident spends his or her Fe 
visits them in their homes  2uilty- ance, and acted as inter- presence of men) to get ~ asain. Mrs Patel Keeps in-olose leisure time. ‘ 
to ensure that they go along Since Mrs Patel joined Preter with GPs, nurses, across the Important Mes-— touch with them and hopes to 6. The right to information 4 
to their nearest baby clinic The Spastics Society at its social workers and health sage of acquiring medical help them acquire a washing about the resident’s finan- 
for antenatal and postnatal Manchester office in St visitors. care during pregnancy. She ~ machine’ and for the council cial state, allowances and < 
care, and to get advice on Andrew’s House, Bridge Mrs Patel, who lives at knows that Asian women to improve the toilet arrange- savings, and how, these are 
4 = : ; become very embarrassed ™ents. used. 
ts if a man_ starts asking When a Bengali family were 7. The right to easy cousulta- 
a : questions about pregnancy, found to have a child that was tion with the professionals 
> and for that reason they UNdernourished, Mrs Patel | involved in the care of the 
; tend to keep very much to Showed the mother pictures of resident. ; 
f eae ate dishes of baby food and yer- 8. The right to consultation 
2 7 Bi, Sema Hee oe =k to suaded her that it was more ‘about proposed transfer of” ‘ 
G2 2 ee a ice when a suitable for. the handicapped the resident to other wards 
: ae eee ae egal child. in the hospital and to : 
be : LO: Asian women are often One health visitor had }een facilities outside the hos- a 
3 ‘ , Rss totally ignorant about how _ trying to discover how many pital. P 
; ig to fill in forms for the months pregnant an expectant %. The right to be informed, 
: maternit rant and allow- mother was and thought that and to.be present, when the : 
; y& the sign of fi | E 
4 ances, and often fail to he ans igure ae ware i resident attends clinics at 
ah ACOIITE on : foman meant that she other hospitals. 
z acquire aids for their fag Santee “ 
handicapped cit Paes was just two months pregnant. 10. The right to the zuarantee 
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disabled people and 
the patience it requires 
to comprehend what 


would be without anyone 
able to communicate in the 
immigrant’s own languages 
with mothers-to-be on the 


get viamin B. 
Instances dealt with by Mrs 
Patel include an Asian family 


ments’ on the rights of 
relatives which Dr D. A. 
Spencer, Physician Super- 
intendent of Meanwood 


living in Bolton who had no 


is being said in reply needs to acquire proper aids of any kind for their | Park Hospitat, Leeds, sent ; 
t b wh advice before a baby is handicapped boys, aged j0 and | ¢o us. They provide food 

o us Dy someone ° RS nti Mrs Patel eight years. The parents had no | fgy thought for administra- 
cannot speak clearly. epee Pane asin idea of how to go about acquir- | tors of many a long-stay 


But how much more 
difficult it is to com- 


mothers-to-be were unable 
to speak to health visitors, 


ing help, but Mrs Pate! has 
been successful in getting a 


hospital... 
1. The right of access to the 


. washing machine for the 5 ee 
municate with Asian __ to social workers, or even mother and a wheelchair for Acie a eee 
Y Mee : ; “ i > 
| Valpelavedell of igor High Goon We a tio Dove: that is, unrestricted visiting. 


ant mothers who =can- 


Hindi, or any other lan- 
guage, was not understood. 


simply because they do not 
know how to go about it. 


The need. 


In a communication dilemma g : 
re 2. The right to take the resi- 


with an Italian GP, another 


In point of fact the Asian 
woman was trying to make it 
clear she had only iwo months 
to go before giving birth! 


that if the resident outhives 
other relatives and dies in 
hospital he or she will 
receive a dignified funeral. 


Freedom means a Jot fo a So Mrs Patel’s work is T 7 
{ Gisabled child. Malden Care of paramount importance WO brothers 3 
. offers two vehicles to bring in helping to prevent the |). : 
-- 4het freedom through increased bicthsor] ae , ; 
; mobility - The Malden Monarch rei Nee EL 

# ity ~ t who are liable to become k ‘ 
pe ire ai Heel ata disabled for life. She finds See a home . 
; ventional sitting position and that few women are willing THERE “WW : é 

: dhe Rally Special with a flat to take on her task. . are two spastic West Indian brothers in the care 

3 Meat enabling the childto keep Nevertheless, there isa dis. | of Manchester Social Services Department, who are very =a 
his legs out straight. Both tinct need for other Asian | Much im need of the experience of family life, either 


vehicles are battery powered 


and driven by means of a 
simple joystick. Suitable for 


women in England to 
follow her example to 
break through the language 


together or separately. Their social worker is locking for 


suitable foster homes for them and enhanced fostering 
allowances will be paid. 


{indoor and outdoor use. They barriers and spread the Peter, aged five years, has spastic hemiplega and is confined 

@re rugged and safe and can word of how to save babies. | & 4 wheelchair with which he manages to get around himself. 
 _  €asily negotiate rough ground The importance of saving Assessed as probably being of average intelligence, his speech 
or kerbs of up to 3”. : 


babies from: peninenimental is limited as yet to single words and he needs help in feeding, = 


Designed in sporting red 


: : z toileting and dressing himself. Predict: ; 
' , and physical handicap is A ssing himself. Predictably, he is a very frus- x 
glass reinforced plastic these underlined when it is con- trated child and this shows in femper tantrums and jip-biting. 


vehicles help the disabled 
Child to get around indepen- 
dently and play with his or her 
friends. Just think what a 
difference that could make foa Yaga = 


He loves school and responds ye 
training. 

David, aged 2% years, has spastic diplegia, is very Severely 95 
handicapped, again in a wheelchair and is totally dependent en _ 


sidered that the cost of keep- 
ing a handicapped person for 
56 years is £250,000, compared 
with the cost of an entire 


ry_readily to stimulation and 


Rally Special 


maternity unit of £200,000. adults. In the classroom he is alert and re i 
“Sea oa : mh S$ 3 sponsive and ; 
Child’s lifel £550.00 ene rae is in ora hie ae ee ieee his a is likely to fall 
tact with nurses, s normal to upper ESN (M) range. He is a 4 
For further details contact social workers and anyone pleasant, cheerful child and although he does not pee he ender E 
= else who can help the Asian | Stands most of what is said to him. : 3 
community, special schools in Alth I : . cs 
: MAIDEN the north-west now send their | the tlonet ieee ie sey Mee "ek oe Mester byte of 
: A Division of Malden Electronics Limited ae toe ee i i te alsctiadksetee Sateen 
Malden House regularly inyited to attend If you feel interested in discussing the possibility of 
| 679 Kingston Road classes of mothers-to-be. She | fostering either or both of these children for an agreed 
aynes Park, 7 often interprets Punjabi or period of time or indefinitely, and are prepared for the _ 
3 ondon SW20 8SD Urdu for a rca obstetrician pon eet in any introductory process, please a 
land ald or gynaenocologist who speaks | contact the Area Director of Social Servi ‘ 
: en Monarch : cial Services by letter, 
Telephone: 01-543 0077 — M £600.00 oply English. Area 4 Office, Bold Street, Alexandra Park Estate, Moss i: 
Telex: 262284 3 Many of the Asians have left 


Side, Manchester M16'7AD, quoting reference CA4/AB, | 


SN Dec and giving your telephone number. 


sub-tropical environraents to 
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Philip 


opens biggest 


BIGGER and better than ey 
the seventh Naidex held a 


~ ever Naidex 


er was the general verdict on 
t the Wembley Conference 


Centre from Wednesday, November 21, to Friday, Novem- 


ber 23. The 


Duke of Edinburgh, 


opening Naidex °79, 


offered his warmest congratulations to the organisers who, 
he said, had built up the conferences and exhibitions into 
the important international event that Naidex had now 


become. 

~ And the international 
angle was clearly to be 
seen in the list of exhibi- 
tors which included the 
Export Council of Norway, 
whose stand was manned 
by a representative of the 
Norwegian Disabled Living 
Foundation, giving out 
information on products 
from seven Norwegian 
manutacturers, and no less 
than 18 US companies 
exhibited their products. 

The Spastics Society’s siand 
on the theme of the ‘Save a 
Baby” campaign welcomed a 
Steady stream of — visitors 
throughout the exhibition, and 
copies of Spastics News were 
distributed by Mrs  Rence 
MacNeill. 

The Society was also repre- 
senied in the conierence sec- 
tion of Naidex with Miss Mar- 
garet Morgan, Controtter of 
Personal Social Serviess co- 
chairing Seminar t on Friday. 
November 23. - The subject 
was Social Work and Dis- 
ability, organised ia conjunc- 
tion with the British Associa- 
tion of Social Workers, and 
the speaker was Dr Sue Me- 
Mullen. 

Next years Naidex will 
also take place in London, at 
the Cunard International Hotel. 


Manchester hosts Care Before 


HEALTH -Education 
Officers, members of Com- 
munity Health Councils 
and representatives from 
voluntary and consumer 
organisations, attended 
a ‘Care Before Birth’ Con- 
ference organised by The 
‘Spastics Society at the 
Medical School, University 
of Manchester, on Novem- 
ber 24. 

The Chairman was Dr 
Michael Moore, consultant 
obstetrician at St Mary’s 
Hospital, Manchester. 

Speakers were: Dr David 
Brooks. general practitioner. 
Middleton, Rochdale, on-*Care 
Before Birth —+ the Role of 


West Kensington, 
conference theme will be 
‘Disabled People —- Positive 
Living or Negative Existence?’ 


when the 


Birth’ conference 


the GP Obstetrician’; Professor 
Peter’ Huntingford, Depart- 
ment of Obstetrics and Gynae- 
cology, the London Hospital, 
on “Care Before Birth —- Safety 
and Satisfaction’; 
Maxwell-Bradley, area nurse. 
child health, Manchester AHA, 
on ‘Care Before Birth — the 
Importance of the Midwifery 
Service in Hospitals and the 
Community ; Mrs Alison 
Kelly, on “Care Before Birth 
- A Mother’s. View’; Dr 
Judith Gray. specialist in Com- 
munity Medicine, Planning, 
Prevention and Health Educa- 
tion, Lancashire AHA, on 


VISITORS to Naidex made the most of the opportunity 
to try out the stair lifts installed between the two exhi- 
bition floor levels. 


Mrs Cecelia - 


RS 


‘Health Education and Care 
Before Birth A Redefini- 
tion’; Mrs Catherine Boyd, 
research officer, The Spastics 
Society, on “Poverty in 
Pregnancy’. 

There was a general dis- 
cussion on ftiture needs and 


policy relating to care before 
birth, “and The» Spastics 
Society’s film ‘Feeling Special’, 
was shown. 

The Spastics Society has for 
18 months been running a 
‘Save a Baby’ Campaign which 


aims to stop the needless 
death and handicapping of 


babies in Britain. 


LTD 


KGSUMFICAR 
PRODUCTS 


Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke 
Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their 

quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 


vinyl roofs, insulation kits. 


All our products are-available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages. 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1BT 


Tel: Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 


a > 
COOKING 


For those with hand disabilities, 
many gas cookers can be fitted with 
special handles and controls. And 
remember, gas cookers need no matches 
to light them, because they have 
automatic ignition. 

If you are confined to a wheelchaiy 
you may find either a cooker with a 
waist-level grill or a built-in cooker 
helpful. 

For those with failing sight or 
blindness, special braille thermostats 
are available for most gas cookers, 
together with braille cooking charts, 


GAS FIRES 


Many gas fires are ayailable with 
easily accessible top controls, to saye 
bending, and most fires light 
automatically when turned on, 

And for those people with hand 
disabilities, a special tap adaptor may 
be fitted to a number of fires. 


CENTRAL HEATING 


Gas central heating needs very little 
attention and can be set to your own 
particular pattern of living. Time 


BELOW 


Goldthorp, 


left: 


Mrs 


the 


Manager. 


ys in 


controls and room thermostats help to 
save gas and keep running costs down. 


PRE-PAYMENT GAS METERS 


Meters can be re-positioned at a 
convenient height for disabled people, 


and special extended handles are 


ayailable, 


HOW TO HELP YOURSELF 


_ Goto your local gas showroont. 
Tt you cannot go, contact the Home Service 
Adviser of your Gas Region, who willbe 
happy to callon- you at home and proyide 
advice tree of charge.{You'll findthe 
address and telephone number in your 
local telephone directory tinder GAS), 


MORE HELP 


For information about other Ways in 
which We can help-with safety and 
economy hints, for example, or witha 
choice of wavs in which you can spread 


the cost of your gas more evenly through- 
out the year-contact your local 
showroom, 


BRITISH GAS 


LEFT: Prince Philip, who 
officially opened -" 
79 in the conference hall | 
at Wembley before touring — 
the exhibition, enjoys an 
unofficial stop, sharing a 
smile with 
Macneill, advertising 
representative tor Spastics 
News, 


Naidex 


Renee 


Regular 
exhibitors at Naidex are 
always Newton Aids with 
the firm’s range of manual 
and powered wheelchairs 
which Mr Lodell Henry 
(second on the left) is aim- 
ing to market in the United 
States. Far right is Mr Bob 
Works 


yourself tothe | 
help youneed" 


British Gas offers a wide range of help to those who 
need it most-elderly and disabled people. 

If you have a disability-or have friends or 
relatives in need of help, here are some of the wa 
which we can make life easier for you. 


G 
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PICTURED 
lutionary new wheelchair 
—believed to be the only 
one of its type in the world 


is a revo- 


—which gives its users 
greater mobility, especially 
the ability to stand un- 
aided. The LEVO Stand- 
up Wheelchair provides 
more freedom of move- 
ment and action because 
by pressing a bution, the 
seat and back rest rise 
until the occupant is in a 
standing position. The 
operation can be stopped 
at any point on the way to 
the vertical. The chair’s 
movement can also be 
reversed at any time. 


The mechanism is powered 
by re-chargeable, dry _bat- 
teries or by mains connection. 
Special non-slip rubber pads 
beneath the foot rests ensure 
the chair wiil not topple over 


even with the most vigorous 
trunk moyement by the user. 

Costing £1,560, the LEVO 
Wheelchair was developed in 
Switzerland, and is marketed 
exclusively in the United King- 


dom -by SML Aids Limited, 
High Street, Barnet, Herts, 
ENS 5 XE. 


The chair is claimed to offer 
several medical and practical 
benefits not obtainable with 
ordinary wheelchairs, including 
daily stand-up training — any- 


time, anywhere — without the 


need for outside assistance, 
helping to reduce _ pressure 
sores and bone de-calification 
as well as helping bladder 
training and stimulating blood 
circulation. Practical benefits 
include relieving and reducing 
nursing staff and time, making 


objects such as books, light 
and other switches, window - 


catches, lift buttons, etc. more 
accessibie; increased iadepend- 
ence and more active participa- 
tion in such sports as darts. 


} 


£3-45 
PER 100 PENS 
(VAT PAID) 


TOP QUALITY PENS 


Diestamped with 30 Gold Letters and Spaces 


* 
* 
* 


Minimum order for pens 200 


DIARIES ALSO AVAILABLE 
ORDERS DESPATCHED SAME DAY 


Sale or return—full refund on pens returned 
Samples 2 x |Op stamps—please try before you buy 


Supplied to the UK only 


ABBEY WHOLESALE 


974-976 LONDON ROAD, TRENT VALE, 
STOKE-on-TRENT, ST4 5NX 


STANDARD CHARGE 
POST & PACKING 
80 PENCE 
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bound and _ the 
ambulant disabled, the recently 
introduced Biopodeck Planter 
permits people to bring their 
hobby up to their level and 
overcome the frustration 
caused by the inability to 
enjoy conventional gardening. 
The unit is 53im square, 
moulded in rot-proof glass 
reinforced plastic aud is avaii- 
able with adjustable stand if 
required. Price approx £177. 
The Biopodeck is designed to 
stop extreme flucttation in 
soil moisture and is provided 
with special fast drainage to 
the mains via a small header 


wheelchair 


STANNAH Lifts of Andover 
exhibited its range of Stair- 
lifts and MHomelifts 
enable the handicapped or 


elderly to retain their independ- 
ence and to gain access to all 
floors of their home unaided. 
The lifts eliminate the need 
to move home or confine life 
to one floor only. 

The Golden Rail Stairlift 
pictured runs on a rail which is 
contoured to meet the  in- 
dividual requirements of each 
staircase, and can follow the 
most complex arrangements. 

The chair unit incorporates 


which 


both the drive system and con-: 


trol unit. Additional push 
button controls at the top and 
bottom of the stairs enable the 
chair to be called or sent away. 


Pd 
ree 


OF particular appeal to the 


It's the ideal 
occasion for 
cementing 

elationships. 


As producers of fine 
building materials we'd 
like to offer our 
wholehearted support 
and best wishes on this 

special occasion. 


tank and contains 4 complete 
hydro system, 

With sufficient natural light 
and some warmth this system 
has the best chance of grow- 
ing success. Part of the secret 
lies in the specially formula- 
led compost sufficient of which 
is supplied for the initial 
trayful. It is clean and light 
to use. 

A variety of flowers and 
vegetables may be grown, 
mostly the dwarf kinds, includ- 
ing potatoes. A iist of these 
and further information from: 
Mr Philip Hawker, Longwell 
Green Reinforced Plastics 
Lid, Kingsfield Lane, Longwell 
Green, Bristol] BSIS 6DN. 
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STRONGLY featured by 
Malden Care at Naidex were 
three fun vehicles for children. 


Bhue Circle 
Industries Limited 


Portland House, Stag Place,L.ondon SWE SBuL 
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COMBINING the words 
‘speech’ and ‘link,’ Splink 
is the name of a new elec- 
tronic system designed to 
bridge the communication 
gap between the speech- 
handicapped, the deaf—or 
those suffering from both 
disabilities — and their 
families and friends. 


Activated by a _ micro- 
processor, it consists of a 
small wordboard  alphabeti- 


cally printed with 950 of our 
most commonly used words. 
These were judiciously chosen 
following an intensive research 
programme. 


The user has to depress the 
required words on the board, 
positioned on his or her lap, 
and build them into sentences 
which immediately appear on 
an ordinary felevision screen 
linked to the unit by the aerial 
socket. The connection between 


the wordboard and the pro- 
cessor box is an invisible 
infra-red link which dis- 


penses with the necessity for 
loose, trailing wires that could 


The firm has two basic go 
karts, the Rally Special and 


the Malden Monarch, the 
‘third’ being a Rally Special 
with a specially designed 


bonnet which has the dual 
advantage of protecting the 
child’s legs from bad weather, 
or even injury while making 
the vehicle look even more 
sporting. 

The vehicles are hattery- 
powered, joystick driven and 
can be used in or out of doors 
as they will negotiate rough 
ground and. kerbs of up to 3in 


Since 
nearly every home has a tele- 


represent a hazard. 
vision set, half the basic 
requirement is already to hand, 

Invented by Dr Guy Hamil- 
ton, a Woking GP, Splink is 
now being commercially pro- 
duced by the Queen’s Award- 
winning firm, Medelec Ltd, 
which manufactures highly 
specialised electronic medical 
equipment, and is based im 
Old Woking, Surrey. 

Initial letters on the word- 
board make it possible to 
build any word or name 
desired and some of the keys 
short-circuit the process by 
automatically printing out such 
elementary phrases as ‘I want 
w, ‘Can you tell me?’ and 
‘What did you say?’ 

The user must be literate, 
ot course, and able to call at 
least one hand into play. The 
manufacturers hope it will be 
available on the National 
Health for, as Dr Hamilton 
has said: ‘Since wheelchairs 
are provided on the NHS, the 
right to talk should be as 
fundamental as the right to 
walk.’ 


without difficulty. The Rally 
Special has a flat seat and the 
Malden Monarch provides a 
suitable alternative for child- 
ren who benefit most from a 
conventional sitting position. 
Malden also exhibited a 
range of wheelchair controllers 
including a 50 amp controller 
with current limiting protec- 
tion, as well as its jeystick 
steering for production BL 
Minis and Ford Escorts, and 


ultrasonic controllers for 
143 distributors made 256 
appliances. 


—— —$—— ————e*e 


‘AGRIMOTORS’ 


(AMG COACHES) MERTON 


Coach, Mini-Bus and Car Hire 11, 


are available for 


12, 14, 29, 36, 37, 41 and 45 seaters 
local and long-distance travel. 


Taw & Torridge Coaches Ltd (Barnstaple Area) 


12, 29, 36, 37, 41, 


45 seaters available for short or long di 

j ave g distance travel, 

Both Companies welcome enquiries from Department of Education, as 
we specialise in this form of 


coach hire. 


Registered Offices for both companies: 


Merton Garage & PO, Merton, 


Okehampton, 


Devon EX20 3DZ. Tel: Beaford 324/200 
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NEWTON Aids 
showed its range of manual 


Ltd 


HANDICAPPED people 


are often reluctant to admit 
that circumstances could 
get beyond control, and yet 
would be glad to feel that 
they COULD summon aid 
instantly in the case of a 
bad fall, a crisis of health 
or perhaps when intruders 
are suspected. 

An elegant wrist watch that 
doubles as a_ sophisticated 
alarm fills that need exactly. 
Introduced by Emerald Elec- 


tronics Limited of Alnwick, 
Northumberland, it is so 


and powered wheelchairs | ‘discreet that its emergency 
: ; : usage can be almost for- 

a idex °7 3 7 sae 

{ Naidex °79, including the gotten. = <intil “ just — that 


new Avon de luxe, the 
Newton Ultra-Lightweight, 
and the Newton Elan, plus 
a selection of Newton Aids’ 
paediatric products. 

New in this range is the 
Ladderback Chair, pictured 


iwoment when reassurance or 
aid is urgently needed. 
Something of a break- 
through in aids, the neat 17- 
jewel Swiss watch incorporates 
a tiny radio transmitter. 
Thanks to modern chip tech- 
nology, this latest yersion of 
the Sigtron watch/transmitter 


THE Canon . Communi- 


cator, pictured with its 
battery pack, is essentially 
an uwltra-mini_ electronic 
typewriter which has been 
specifically designed to be 


‘turnlock’ system. The machine 
with paper output (message) 
can be turned 180 degrees 
towards the receiver. The turn- 
lock system is made in such a 
way that the Communicator is 
safely fixed on the leg or on 


PIONEERS of the lightweight 


folding pushchair, Andrews 
Maclaren showed its restyled 
standard Baby Buggy and the 
reclining Lie-Back Buggy, as 
well as the Buggy Major which 
was especially developed for 


ct Pe ‘ seb 


SPASTICS N 


Le: 


OE: 


The ‘Major’ — based on the 
same folding system as alf 
Maclaren pushchairs — weighs 
only 5.4 kg, can carry up to 
ten times its own weight, and 
is easy to store and transport, 


yy 
Z ee ie q 


- 


EWs 5. 


above, which helps the | is Apion | that it ee compact and light enough the waist, and means of fixing 
handicapped child to [10.4 SrA cat to be worn on the wrist by it to the arm of a wheelchair 
achieve independent examination. Its weight is communicatively impaired or hung from the necks with a 
mobility This sterdv only 60g, and cost is £115 adults or children. peers Ph also naar: 
2 Sp ie : aes ; : 1e ‘communicator was 

polished Fanborchairiiaes When os aerial on the Canon  haye 2 Ae developed by Canon in the = Ss = 

4 : < | Watch is raised, and the button permanent loan to The Spastics Netherlands. = ti conmiton : 
ski base and will not tip. [| pressed down and held, a | Society and to Disabled Living J SIX-year-old Susan Wesencroft proudly displays her new 


so that the child may pull 
himself to a standing posi- 
tion using the rungs on the 
chairback as support. 
Storage space under the 
chair makes a useful toy- 
box, with the chair seat 
doubling as lid. 


light and an alarm are both 
operated on a receiver tlrat 
can be placed with a warden 
ec friendly neighbour, or 
in a conspicuous position in 
the front room window of the 
home. 

Transmission range can be 
in excess of 100 metres and a 
special coding. system climin- 
ates broadcasting interference. 


Centres throughout the UK. 
A machine is also being used 
by the Scottish Council on 
Disability in its Mobile Aids 
Centre — a motorised carayan 
which seryes remote parts of 
Scotland. 

The Communicator mea- 
sures 128 x 85 x 30 mm and 


weighs only 300 grammes. The 
the 26 


with two Dutch pyschologists, 


Dr J. M. A. van Mierlo and - 


Dr A. van Uden, who sug- 
gested that Canon adapt their 
hand-held calculator and 
develop a mini-fypewriter for 
the handicapped in the fields 
of speech and hearing. 

Sales of the Canon Com- 
municator are being handled 
on a non-profit making basis, 


BEC special wheelchair which has enabled her to get out 


and about by herself for the first time. 


The chair was 


specially built to fit around the seat insert in which Susam 


spends her day. 


FEATURED on _ the BEC 
stand at Naidex was a selec- 
tion from the company’s 
special wheelchairs which have 
been. built to suit individual 


systems often had to be altered, 
too, as in the case of the little 
girl for whom the conyentionak 
push control was turned round 
so that she could use the 


aes ° keyboard consists of and ly made. direct t a: —Jimnitod : he Yeats 
Further information het suufcir ches oa ainins: ee Parts and are only made direct to | needs. As manufacturers of a limited movement she had in_ 
T oo abhe | Watches 2 aes letters of the alphabet arranged avoid any increase in cost to comprehensive range of elec- her arms to pull on the controt 
from Newton Aids Ltd, | battery, and the receiver, | jin such a way that. after the Ser Fic portable Wicelehaiee Thea > lever 
Unit 4, Dolphin Jedustrial includes a self-charging battery | approximately one —_hour’s The cost of the complete-| by people of all ages and with To date, BEC has produced 


Estate, Salisbury SP1 2NB. 
Telephone 0722-20441. 


system which can take oyer 
when mains power fails or is 
interrupted. 


WILLIAM WALTON 


training an ayerage speed of 
83.3 characters per minute is 
reached. The keyboard layout 
is based on frequency- 
analysis of letters in English, 
German, French, Spanish and 
Dutch. 

Messages are printed on a 
highly thermo-sensitive tape 


Canon Communicator set is 
£257 plus VAT. Additional 
fapes are ayailable in packs of 
20 at a cost of £9 per pack. 
Qualified demonstrators are 
now available on request and 
further information on _ the 
Canon Communicator can be 
obtained from Alan Berg or 


ali kinds of disabilities, Biddle 
Engineering Company Ltd, 
says it has long been aware of 
the need to. offer as many 
variations in ifs standard 
range as possible. 

But the variations of the 
human frame are infinite, and 
so about 18 months ago the 


over 100 special wheelchairs 
for both adults and children. 
Each case is assessed by an 
experienced engineer who dis- 
cusses with the individual his 
or her requirements and in- 
yestigates their capabilities; 
Displayed alongside the 
‘specials’ were some of the 


and maximum printing speed is |= Mrs D. Hopkins of Canon | firm set up a department for company’s range of standard 

(PENDLETON) LTD 10 characters per second. The Business Machines (UK) Ltd, developing and building wheelchairs, including the 
tape length is 50 metres and at Sunlcy House, Bedford | custom - made wheelchairs, Semi - Recliner, the Chins : 

can hold 12,500 characters, For = Park, Croydon, CRO OXF. | jnitially for children who pre- Control, and the Ranger 
° bd r printing, a mechanical click- Tel 01-680 1966. viously had no means of Mark IL. = 

High Class Painters system was preferred to an Detailed medical informa- getting out and about by Further details from Biddle 

electronic sensor system. When — tion regarding the application | themselves. This entailed Engineering Co, Ltd, 103 

a f ie pressing a key one gets a of the Canon Communicator | puilding chairs exactly to the Stourbridge Road, Halesowen, 

and Decor ator Ss triple ‘feed back’: acoustic, can be obtained from Dr J. | chiid’s measurements, often to | West Midlands B63 3UB. Tel 

visual and sensoric. M. A. van Mierlo, WHuize fit special seat inserts. Control 021-550 -7326. 


Upper Warf Street (off Oldfield Rd) 
Salford M5 4PQ 


Telephone: 061-736 1311 
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Face-to-face communication 
is possible by 


means of a 


‘Zonhoye, Nieuwstraat 70, 
Son (NB) Holland. 


MOTOR INSURANCE 


Yonsult us for 


NORMAL PREMIUMS AND 
FULL COVER 


INS Shi ienk xc tipo 6 sane win s os coneal cea eee aes an ah oe Agere sosdeun <aee 
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Cover: Comprehensive/Third Party Fire and Theft/Third Party Only I 


QOCcOpaticn Wie denna ne dot socescusacvece sy eese¥acds 04 0eabewancet Sewell comer aen ean | 
® Is car garaged overnight? YES/NO 
CapPRNakess a coteurtecenci cts tt eae ode} sc... Avekite CC Cathe ] 
a Wear Of VMAKS Fis bos v0 keane ten cae Meneses cence Value: | <..0<0a.ekpeecs kaa 
Have you had any motor accidents in the last 3 years or any | 
| convictions? YES/NO ............ (lf YES give details on separate 


sheet). | 
Age of youngest driver who will USe Car ....cccccccssenecccveeccvens sess 
Do you wish to restrict cover to yourself only? Yourself and wife? ] 


PICTURE shows the ‘Candi Cotiniunivated and the two 


~ Limited 


~~ —_—— ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


How (is vehicle adapted? % 12.05,.0y.ass unm «sstipncecstes Pastice’ <= s0Ns enna | 
alternative keyboard covers supplied with the set. Top No of years No Claims. Bonus 4......:+ss0-sscssvrccsetdiinesscnussaahieall 
79a Cambridge Street right is a thin keyboard cover for motorial handicapped Full or Provisional Licence .....sssse+e+e. How long held?......0+« sevens | 
people and is used to prevent a double entry which could s Ae sched the first £25 of any claim SN | 
—_———— . . . . ' CPT ace vecre neers eee eenewereeeen reer sees Seer noes sesesesens 
x ) Cleethorpes be induced, for example, by a trembling hand. The thick Datalts re Disability :c.cgssssakeceos on svacsin en es 
° South Humberside keyboard cover on the left is used by motorial handi- Lown Tamesl” esa ewe “soieo occa! este Mpasesnoiesh fees tense. noes noe eer em “es 
‘ 7 « ‘ Ry “ti +1 for a quotation please complete and return above to:—- 
: 0472-699186 capped people without any hand-function (pressing by See SABLED GATVERS Icomahic’ RUREKG! pe 
ip | means of a pencil or stick in the mouth or mounted on 292 HALE LANE, EDGWARE, MIDDLESEX. Te! 01-958 3135 
_— SN Dec || _ the forehead). . 
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6 SPASTICS NEWS 


~The ‘good life’ at Kyre Park 
Self-sufficiency aim 


TERR ES 


SOHN Stronnells (left) is one of two residents to share a keen interest in helping with 

the animals. Here he lends a hand to Gerald Mole, the gardener, as they round up the 

reason for Kyre Park’s leap info the world of self sufficiency. The 40 ewes are in 

lamb, guaranteeing dinners for the year to come. Below: Colin and Carole Hedley, the 

centre’s warden and housekeeper, with an old-fashioned plough. Colin says it could 
really come from a museum but is still in use. 


at Society centre 


— 


A GREY lady haunts the cellar of a magnificent country house built on 
the foundations of a castle, and surrounded by some of the most beauti- 
ful of English countryside in Worcestershire. Kyre Park has stood for 
1,000 years, a family home until the death of the last son and heir in the 
First World War. Speculators stripped it, a Governor-General of Australia 
made it his residence until the Second World War, when the Red Cross 
used it for a convalescent home, after which it was used as a TB sana- 
torium for children. And then it stood empty for five desolate years while 
time and weather worked their worst. 

When The Spastics Society bought it in the 
early 1960’s its grandeur was gone, the ballroom’s 
spectacular proportions irrevocably lost, and only 
the Grey Lady still inaresidence. 


Kyre Park was going 
through a bad patch when 


and 
eye 


peas, apples 
damsons. 


and 
plums, 


pears, 
jazel- 


- for living-in staff. 


their two children, Joanne 
eight and Simon nearty seven. 
There is also accommodation 
Colin was 
a psychiatric nurse and Carole 
a social worker and both come 
from the Worth-Gast. The 
estate also possesses 2 superb 


: : nuts, all fill the store house to ‘agate ae 
s Colin Hedley arrived as overflowing. tithe bas built a ae ne 
: < ; century at a cost of <= Ss 
. Warden from Drummonds ‘Of course we do get a bit ye nants maid tier ee 
a —the Society’s showplace _ tired ot es oe he ae each Christmas. That, too, is 
= . . Wwe Can a ays Nave cnicken r = 4 
of a residential centre : Spnge® ee Oslin oe he now a money-spinner, let out 
as * a = oa Eee pale for functions, its interior 
4 where everything ,1s pur; eyed ‘the " next item for) the Rantiae sabia scant with 
na pose - built, immaculately ™enu — four geese innocent well-stocked? bax sutdvetiieled 
: mss ’ as of their fate swimminz on the pens i ets Gee sepuialione 
. kept, gleaming, and where largest of the ornamental lakes. nply a Agree 
’ he had been Deputy War- Next year one ef the Jakes While the Orso ae 
‘4 ; NA ; ewer, the same today as it did wher 
de will be stocked with rainbow 53 : : 
en. irae first built. 
3 In four years he has mS: P And today Kyte’ Park 
-. seen . It is all a question of good Aousichess Cainviaa meee 
3 revitalised the place in an housekeeping, said Colin. bight er abbas oe he 
3 tonishing fashion—lucky ‘We made a few mistakes at relationship with the local 
3 astonishir shion—luck i a fe akes 2 ea os |: a 
. Pe nia SS ae first — such as producing an people, its eee ara aoe a 
3 chance, forward planning Sutckie ne enqucass faeces fully competing for local con- 
‘ pale a : : ; reaeieincese : 
. and hard, unremitting slog now we have exactly the right rere ee ne aT Pee WEE 
& have been responsible for balance with nothing 2zo'ng to a es Pai J as bate ut Se 
f: what could almost be des- waste. Because onc of my chee antl jeacnine snout he 
a : ; ee cribed as an economic staff has a private butcher's ae £ ora : 
& Sone : BES : i : licence ‘we don’t even have to pomae 
miracle. The mansion, 3 + olat; ‘ 
t ; With 71g oe had FOGHNG 20 outside for that, we can Its isolation means that. 
S ; b fi inkessate 32 kill and dress stuff ourselves — _—‘ residents with belavioural 
; ' e e oasts five lakes 1 LtS"92~ 4 “ond the sheep fleece fetches £2 Problems can be assimuliated 
y . acres, and Colin’s first a coat, so you can see we make —- Without conflict in a way per- 
3 for the disabled move was to tidy the place the most of everything. : haps impossible in a centre 
- up. Dense areas of under- Se ate by Ras 
‘ ‘ growth were cleared with a S -he newly-garaged transport. 
: *For allages ¢ Batricar now complete with hood | Pee a beteht Nae aving feet with its cheaper fuel 
: ; ees ry hs means, however, that staff and 
e ‘ x an Aa? av P ant = . : 5 . 
; « Pavement or country roads No licence picnic areas exist in the — Every way of pruning residents need not feel isolated 


te 


ale Maceo . 


y between seven and eight rence coming to Kyre Park, Colin 
" Tt all started because aries’ transport’ heads, ie a> Une tates Geeovereds ail 
e, having cleared the land we very real saving. : ; Ee, oe aa 
Bs needed to keep it that way. Worcester is the nearest native to feu oe dhcioe 
: We could have used men station some three-quarters of until if comes to the Wardens? 
o: and machines—but that is an hour’s drive away. so staf! Conference at the Society's 
2 expensive so I had another drive in to fetch them~because headquarters. You'd sever 
; idea—what about sheep, there is no bus. And so that believe the amount of ribbing 
¢ Colin - remembered. He relatives” can make the most [ have to put up with. * Ah, 
x picked up 15 old ewes at 2 a ee there 18 a> guest here comes the Lord of the 
: £18 cach Mid the cconomik a ak ire pace als pasal & Manor” they say as I watk in.’ 
F: mouracle: had he baat oo so that they can And no doubt the Grey 
: : stay the night. Lady permits herseif a quiet 
7 although no one knew it ae A PRB oe Waste ce : . 
4 Colin and Carole live in a chuckle from time to time. 
c then. bungalow near the house with LIZ COOK. 
‘ He now has a flock of 60 
¥ —all worth nearly £40; 
, they keep the grass down 
. and the residents in meat 
a throughout the year, for 
: some of the ewes were in 
lamb. ‘It was a bit sad at 
; first, Colin’s wife Carole 
recalled, ‘watching the 
: lambs playing round about 
the house and knowing 
Send for free folder and demonstration details to: they would be on the-din- 
me : ner table next week—but 
: Braune of Stroud, Griffin Mill, we soon got over that.’ 
: Thrupp, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 2AZ The sheep were followed by 
Pe ; chickens, good layers who. 
F Name when their days of production 
are over, follow the ‘ambs inte 
Address egreaehe So productive has 
2 yre Park become that it has 
= E had to invest in three large em a te ee os 
{ freezers Ta maci toy ent EWART Morgan is the centre's workshop supervisor and 
= ) there is the harvest of nearly a ae watches brother and sister David and Pat 
F ; F three acres of vegetables. roucher as they wor “ki i ste i! 
; BES Eee Potatoes and sprouls, carrots for a local pa ice i Se imate aes 


¢ For Shopping and Country Rambles ¢* No Tax 


* Climbs 4” kerbs and steep gradients. 


woodland where residents 


expense was investigated and 


since they have access to the 


can simply go and get utilised. Four new garages and major towns like Wozcester, 
away from it all. Equally  #@ tarmac road leading up *9 Hereford, Leominster, Malvern 


important land was avail- 
able for use and it is the 
use of that land that has 
led to Kyre Park becoming 
self-sufficient. 


The sheep 


them were needed -- a local 
firm quoted something in the 
region of £15,000. So handy- 
man John Newman set to and 
did the job for £1,500. A 
600 gallon diesel storage tank 
cuts the cost of fuel by 


and Birmingham. 

Colin admits, however, to 
one minor grumble. In addi- 
tion to all its other assets, Kyre 
Park has a wealth of pheasant, 
so much so that some fand is 
leased off to a shoot. Since 


IRS Edna Cook’s name matches her role at Kyre Park 
where an abundance of good food —— no artificial 
re louring or preservatives used — is on hand. She stands 


The Directors — 
Christmas appeal 


THIS Christmas appeal letter from Mr James Loring, 
Director of The Spastics Society, will be appearing this 
month in newspapers and magazines all over the country: 


CHRISTMAS is a time for 
compassion and for giving. 
May I. appeal to your 
readers to help The Spas- 
tics Society in its important 
work. either by buying our 
Christmas cards and gifts 
or by sending a donation 
to our annual appeal. 

The Society is fighting 
hard on two. fronts. Its 
‘Save a Baby’ Campaign 
aims to prevent the terrible 
toll of needless death and 
handicap among Britain’s 
babies and has the import- 
ant objective of raising 
money for more research. 


SPASTICS NEWS 7 


Society is caring for thous- 
ands of severely handi- 
sapped men, women and 
children who are given 
care, treatment, training 
and education in our 
schools and centres all over 
the country. 

The cost of research and 
of caring is very high and 
as inflation continues to 
bite deeply into our 
resources, the generosity of 
the public is increasingly 
vital to us if we are to 
survive. Every contribu- A 
tion, however small, will 
be most gratefully received ; 
at 12 Park Crescent, Lon- . 


BL offer a very attractive 
Mobility Scheme for the disabled. 

We'll sell any Mini, Maxi, 
Allegro, Marina, Princess, MG 
or Triumph model, to any 
holder of a Mobility Allow- 
ance, ata1s5 % discount on 
our list price. 

We'll do this through a 
BL Cars Ltd, Distributor or 
Main-Dealer, who'll also 
arrange to get the car modi- 
fied in any way necessary 
through one of five specially 
approved companies. 

We have arranged a 
special finance plan with Lombard 
North Central. With a minimum 
20%, deposit, up to 4 years to pay 
and £10,000 free life cover (subject 
to certain conditions). 

This scheme is open to all 

: Mobility Allowance recipients 

: (including relatives of those not 
able to drive), as well as to Private 
Car Allowance holders, and to 
existing trike owners. 

rr Get the full details from all 


_ Get 15% 
- discount and 


BL Distributors and Main 
Dealers, or any branch of 
Lombard North Central Limited, 
Or write to: Mobility 
Scheme Department, BL Cars 
Ltd, Longbridge, Birmingham 
B31 2TB, for price list anda 
complete information pack, 
including an authorisation form 
to allow you to proceed with the 
purchase at your BL dealer. 


Rc Mobility Scheme 


; 
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At the same time the don WIN 4EQ. ; 
Spell in ‘Parliament’ . 
ABOVE: Over the years pe in ar lame << 
every side of the magnifi- 
cent mansion has been used f D ! t qd t 
as the main entrance and or C arue S u en S ¥ 
va eally ras Sea TWO sixth-formers from Parliament was opened by : 
: wel 2 erat = ié iety’s Prime Minister Mrs Mar- 
today’s front door. She is Ate epaats : ee saree Aras , 
the longest serving member ceneke d ee : ae eS 7 
of staff — senior house- pee MPs pasbte an ae 
mother, she came to the | xe aie aa oF 2 vane RESULTS from House to 
ear hen aga : c 5 = 
a years ago when it People’s Parliament, con- | House collections for The < 
opened. vened by the British Spastics Society, held during : 
LEFT: The centre alse has | Youth Council and the | September to October: 
ar extended education pro- | International Year of the Havering, £928.25; Farnham, = 
gramme for residen‘s and | Child UK Committee. Two | Surrey, £1,124.63; Sevenoaks, : 
here Val Watson, work- | hundred young people met | £3-353.70; . West EOS: — 
shop instructor, demon- | at County Hall, London, in A ers be peetascee ahs Ry 
strates the use of cosmetics, | order to debate and discuss foe As rears Eee We: 4 
using Jean Woodiord as a amendments to the United £653.29- ease 69 700 out 
mode), while Dick Sames, | Nations Declaration on the | Birmingham, £2.953.95: Gos. a 
Hilary Pickering and Helen | Rights of the Child. port, £1,687.98; Waterlooville, ; 
Banas look on. The Young People’s | £1,914.18, a 
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Mobility for the 3 


e ‘ 

_ Disabled! | 

PS 

é 

As Specialists in producing vehicles designed individually for conveying the fe 
incapacitated, we can provide the right vehicles to suit most disabilities. 7 a 
é 


PRIVATE 
TRANSPORT 


ane 


These are some examples of the versatility of our wide range of vehicles which are 


WELFARE | 
VEHICLES 


available either for a disabled driver or for transporting up to 44 disabled passengers 


or 20 occupied wheelchairs. 


Variations of Bodywork or Interior Equipment can be arranged to meet individual 
requirements and adapted to suit most Manufacturers Standard Chassis. f" 


We also specialise ina wide range of Ancillary Equipment which includes Restraining 


Harnesses and Wheelchair Anchorage Clamps of registered design. 


For your particular requirements please contact 


ROOTES MAIDSTONE LID | 


Mill Street, Maidstone, Kent ME 15 6YD ' 


Telex: 96230 


Telephone: 53333 
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Could you bring love and Jaug 


PLACSREEA BERS 
are desperately needed 
to bring love, a little 
laughter and warmth 
into the sad existences 
of 3,900 severely men- 
tally and physically 
handicapped = children 
whose only home is 
bounded by the four 
walls of a ward in a 


subnormality hospital. 

The acute shortage of 
staff and inadequate facili- 
ties in many of the 64 sub- 
normality _ hospitals 
throughout Britain means 
it is often impossible. for 
hard-pressed nurses and 
hospital officials to give 
these lonely, lost children 


. 


News about 


the 


MR and Mrs Reynolds 
have 12,500 good reasons 
for looking so happy—and 
they are all £’s. Mr 
Geoffrey Arter, a Director 
of Top Ten Promotions, 
presented the first dividend 
cheque for £12,500 to the 
happy couple of Blacon, 
Chester, who intend taking 
their family on a holiday 
to Jersey. 


hospital children? 


the mother love and stimu- 
lation they need so badly, 
much as they would like to. 


Joint sponsors of the scheme 
to start weekend play groups 
— the time when the children 
are most in need — are The 
Spastics Society, the National 
Society for Mentally Handi- 
capped Children, the Save the 
Children Fund and_ the 
National Playing Fields Asso- 
ciation, working together as a 


mutual contribution to the 
International Year of the 
Child. 


The project is to be launched 
shortly at Darenth Park Hos- 
pital, Dartford, Kent asd at 


Pewsey Hospital, Near Marl- 
borough, Wiltshire. 
Men and women 


genuine concern for mentally 
and physically handicapped 
children, who would be in- 
terested in working as a group 
leader should watch their local 
papers for advertisements if 
there is a subnormality hospi- 
tal in the area. Salary for a 
total of 10 hours work on 
Saturday and Sunday will be 
around £1,250 per annum, No 
special qualifications are 


with a 


needed, but a flair for organ- 
isation and the ability to iiaise 
successfully with hospital staff, 
Duties will 


are both essential. 


‘INCO ROLL. A highly economical absorbent cellulose 
protective roll.Cut to the length required. A common- 
sense product in sensible packaging —usedin 
conjunction with Inco Garments or Pull-on Pants. 


INCO PULL-ON PANTS. Supple P.V.C. pants in eight 
sizes with elasticated legs and waist for complete 
protection. Very suitable for ambulant and arthritic 


. patients. 


INCO GARMENTS. Made with a drop front and press- 
Stud release to facilitate changing especially in bed- 
_tidden cases. Eight adjustable sizes for a perfect fit. 

‘ Both pants and garments are washable, waterproof, 
_Suitable for either sex and permanently size marked, 


Robinsons of Chesterfield. 


Robinson & Sons Ltd, Wheat Bridge, Chesterfield S40 2AD. Tel: Chesterfield 31101 
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include the organising of play 
time, outings, special events, 
the purchase of playthings, 2s 
well as encouraging local 
volunteers and parents to 
come and help with the work. 
The aim of playgroup leaders 
should be to fill a much 
needed gap, but not to try to 
take over the work of profes- 
sionally trained staff. 

Miss Maureen Oswin, who 
made a detailed study of ‘the 
plight of children living in. 
long stay hospitals found that, 
giyen adequate mothering and 
play opportunities, a child 
could be helped to find a 
happy, confident place in his 


EXPLORER Chris Bon- 
nington takes delivery of a 
new mini-bus on behalf of 


the Annan and District 
Branch of the Scottish 
Society for the Mentally 
Handicapped. The mini- 
bus was presented by 
Geoffrey Arter, a Trustee 
of the Good Neighbours 
Trust and a Director of 
Top Ten Promotions. 


The Society has had to 
rely in the past on public 
transport for outings, visits 
to swimming pools, trans- 
porting the handicapped 
from their homes to the 
centre in Annan, and for 
visits by parents to a 
hospital at Larbert. 


The mini-bus was dona- 
ted by Top Ten. Promo- 
tions Ltd, from money 
raised through the ‘Spot- 
the-Ball’ competitions, Pic- 
ture shows: Chris Bonning- 
ton, right, receiving the 
keys of the new mini-bus 
from Geoffrey Arter, 
watched by the chairman 
of the Annan - Society, 
Klizabeth Collett. 


MR Nefyn Davies of St 
Asaph, Clwyd, certainly 
did not mind taking a 
break from his work to 
receive a £3,571 first divi- 


dend cheque from his 
works manager, Mr H. 
Goodwill (centre). The 


presentation took place in 
the grounds of Chance Pil- 
kington, Clwyd, where 
Nefyn is employed on pro- 
duction. Looking on was 
official collector Mrs S. 
Jones, who automatically 
received a bonus cheque 
for £178.57. 


A HAPPY gathering at the 
Northern Ireland soccer 
team’s headquarters, when 
representatives of the Spas- 
tics Pool went along to 


congratulate Roy Fergu- 
son, of Belfast, Northern 


eight 


environment despite being 


separated from his family. 

In four of the hospitals she 
visited many of the children 
spent hours’ lying on bean 
bags, or sitting in wheeichairs 
or small armchairs, and they 
were only moved or touched 
when they needed some routine 
physical care. One day, during 
a school holiday, an incontin- 
ent 11-year-old girl called 
Florence who was non-ambu- 
lent and speechless, spent from 
9.50 am to 6.30 pm sifting in 
her wheelchair. She was only 
lifted out once to have her 
nappy changed. Thus she spent 
hours and 35 minutes 


Ireland, on receiving a 
£5,000 ‘Starball’ cheque 
from the then manager of 
the soccer team, Danny 
Blanchflower (third right). 

Pictured from left, Mrs 
Dorian, a member of the 
Pool; Mrs Latchford, col- 


hter to 


sitting alone. She had no toy 
and only received attention 
when she was being fed and 
changed. This was a typical 
day for Florence and for 
of the other children. 


The four sponsoring orga), 
isations believe that the sett 
up of play groups could¢ help 
to offset the terrible damage 
done by this lack of stimuly. 
tion, but they also consider 
that playgroups are only y 
short-term solution to the | 
problem of children living jy 
long stay hospitals. The yj. | 
mate solution must be to bring : 

} 


“any 


them into the cominunity 
living in small, homelike hog, 
tels, where they can he cared 
for by a few people and fy 
able to relate to them in love 
and dependence. 

Meantime, playgroup Leadeng 
are urgently needed. 


lector’s wife; Linda Ferg™ 
son, winner’s wife; 
Robson, supervisor; and 
Percy Latchford, collect! 
Roy and Linda, 

have a six-month-old bal! 
boy, intend investing 

money for the future. 


1,000 copies of a 
t entitled ‘Opportuni- 
r Disabled People in 
City’ are being distri- 
to firms in the City 
ondon in a drive to 
fe awareness amongst 
oyers of the problems 
red =oby handicapped 

ale. 
publication is the report 
working party set up last 
by the Chairmen’s Com- 
ec, headed by Lord Arm- 
rong, chairman of Midland 
mk. Other members include 
airmen of such organisations 
sh Petroleum, Central 
city Generating Board, 
Unilever, the Stock 
ange and the Bank of 


W course providing 
herapy training on a 
e basis is offered for 


ESiC@ 6 @@e 


3EKEND 
in music for handi- 


course on 


ed children is to.be held 

outhlands College, 
edon Parkside, London, 
on January 26 and 27, 
. The course is organised 
Nordoft/Robbins Music 
py Centre, Details from: 
Secretary, 6 Queensdale 
, London, W11 5QQ. 


[EELCHAIR dancing: 
you enjoy dancing? If 
would like to join in 
his activity and are resi- 
ient on the Isle of Wight, 
ease contact me. It’s 


chair users are welcome. 


4 Bedford Court, 
dford Row,  Carris- 
oke Road, Newport, 
le of Wight. 


Write to: Mrs Jean Rulton, 


Nill VIPs report 
bring more jobs 
for disabled? 


England. 

The report, presenfed to the 
Lord Mayor, Sir Kenneth 
Cork, at the Mansion House, 
has as its main recommenda- 
tion the setting np of a central 
registry and employment office 
for the disabled. This proposed 
registry would be a privately 
run employment office acting 
as a link between employers, 
Disabled Persons Associations 
and Disabled  Resetifemené 
Officers. Initially support would 
have to come from employers 
by way of loan of aitice pre- 
mises plus secondment of staff. 

The central registry woutd 
publicise the opportunities 
open to disabled people plus 
the assistance available to 
them and to their employers. 


aimatherapy... 


the first time in Britain aft 
Salford College of -Tech- 
nology. The course combines 
practical and experiential work 
with academic study of 
Dramatherapy and __ psycho- 
dynamic theory. Group-analy- 
sis training is an important 
aspect of the work and course 
participants will be expected 
to draw on personal experience 
when involved in group and 
psycho-drama_ activities. 

The course starts in January, 
1980. Information from Head 
of Dept, .;Department !of 
Humanities, Salford. College 
of Technology, Frederick 
Road, Salford, M6  6PU. 
Tel 061-736 6541, extension 
296, 


—and stars thanked at AGM 


THE Silver Jubilee Ball celebrating the 
25th anniversary of the Stars Organisation 
for Spastics was a radiantly royal occasion 
as readers can see from the above picture. 


Princess Michael. of Kent is being pre- 
seated with a bouquet by Mrs Lesley 
Parker, a resident of Good Neighbours 
House, while Prince Michael and The 
Lady Anne Tennant, President of SOS, 


looks on. 


Another important event in the SOS 
diary was the annual general meeting on 
November 20 when Dame Vera Lynn was 


More people watch Radio Rentals 
Colour than any other. 
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JERSEY Spastics Society 
was determined to make a 
big thing of their silver 
jubilee mammoth  fund- 
raising effort and promised 
Mr Tony Frank, _ the 
Society’s Assistant Direc- 
tor, Regions, a large cheque 
towards the ‘Save a Baby’ 
campaign. Our picture 
shows that they were true 
to their word in every way. 
Mrs Shirley Jennings, the 
local society chairman 
made the presentation of a 
super-sized cheque for 
£15,000 at their annual 
dinner and dance. 

And Mr Frank received 
the out-sized tokeu of their 
huge generosity with a wide 
smile. It was no _ little 
achievement for the small 
Channel Island Society to 
raise such a magnificent 
sum towards the £2 million, 
the Campaign needs to 
improve research into the 
cause of handicap. 

And since it is important 
to keep the bank manager 
happy a smaller genuine 
cheque for £15,000 drawn 
on a real bank was safely 
in Mr Frank’s pocket. 

Picture by 
Jersey Evening Post 


Royal visitors at SOS 
Silver Jubilee Ball 


elected) chairman of Colwall Court and 
Adrian Love chairman of Good Neigh- 
bours House. Leslie Crowther was elected 
SOS vice-chairman and Michael Grade, 
the hon treasurer. 

Mr W. A. Burn, hon treasurer of The 
Spastics Society commented in his vote of 
thanks to the SOS members that it was 
the sincere interest in the residents and 
guests which was so vital to the success of 
the units and the happy atmosphere inside 
of them. He also thanked the SOS mem- 
bers for their work in support of the 
Society’s ‘Save a Baby’ campaign. 


of mainland U.K. 


fitted in minutes without the use of 
special tools. 


Publicity 
saves 
group s 
caravan 


ST ALBANS _ Spastics 
Society can keep its holi- 


day caravan after all, 


because the new owner of 
the ‘site at Kessingland, 
Great Yarmouth, is the 
Caravan Club. 

The caravan, used 
throughout the year to pro- 
vide holidays for families, 
came under threat last 
month when the new 
unknown owners bought 
the site and gave everyone 
a month’s notice to quit. 
Thanks to the local paper, 
the Herts Advertiser, which 
publicised the plight of the 
St Albans group, the Cara- 
van’ Club, which ‘was 
unaware of the circum- 
stances im mediatel y 
relented. 

‘We wanted vacant 
possession of the site so we 
could use it as a touring 
base for our members, but 
we decided to make an 
exception of the charity 
when we heard of their 
plight. We’re not in the 
business of putting good 
causes out on the street so 
we've told them they can 
stay,’ said a spokesman 
for the Caravan Club. 

“It was marvellous 
news, said Mrs Prettyman, 
the Society’s joint  secre- 
tary. 


Autolift Bathing Aid 


A floor mounted bathing aid which can 
be self or assistant operated. 
Extremely easy to operate with an 
absolute minimum of effort. 
Suitable for very small bath- 
rooms. No strain on either bath or 
plumbing. Fitting service in all areas 


———— = 
Toilet oo 
e PS 
Aid 
Gives confident side support andalso 
eliminates the danger of the user falling — 


forward. Front supports fold out sideways 
when not required. The toilet aid can be 


. 
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Post the coupon for further details. Name 
Address 
Mecanaids Limited 
St. Catherine Street 
Gloucester GL1 2BX England 
% gem lel Gloucester 36262 Telex 43461 
‘imecanalds Telegrams Mecanaids Gloucester | Position 
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{@ SPASTICS NEWS 


‘Motability cuts: 


ee. 


driving costs 
for disabled 


MOTABILITY is cutting overall motoring costs by 
almost a quarter for disabled people, according to the 
latest figures produced jointly by the Automobile Associa- 


tion and Motability. 

Since its inception in 
July of 1978, Motability— 
the government - backed 
charity set up to advise on 
the use of mobility allow- 
ances — has already pro- 
vided nearly 5,000 cars, 
many specially adapted, 
for use by disabled people. 

The total value of 
vehicles already applied 
for — nearly 9,000 — is 
approaching the £25 
million mark. 


Disabled people with a 
mobility allowance, 
whether motorists them- 
selves or through a nomin- 
ated driver, can obtain a 
discount of up to 15 per 
cent on the price of a new 
vehicle or take advantage 
of a special lower cost leas- 
ing scheme. 

By leasing through 
Motability. disabled 
people can cut car running 
costs by 21 per cent for a 
car of 1000cc or under. 

The costs have been 
calculated by the AA at 
current Motability leasing 
scheme rates over a three 
to four year period and 
include servicing, repair 
and parts costs together 


with a protection against 


rises in the rate of interest. 


Cars supplied through 
Motability are predominantly 
British — Minis and modified 
Ford. Escorts have proved ia 
be among the most popuier. 

Commenting on tle suc- 
cess of the scheme, an AA 
spokesman said: ‘The enthus- 
iastic response to this ise of 
the mobility allowance through 
Motability clearly underlines 
the tremendous value of the 
ptivate motor vehicle when 
coping with the personal needs 
of disabled people. 

‘Motability clearly offers dis- 
abled motorists mobility at 
considerably reduced cost 
without the basic worries of 
servicing, repairs and vising 
rates of interest.’ 


New for 


SOnnEEIEnEIEnaesenanenennEEEee 


Why not... 


WENDY Day will be 18 
on January 17 and would 
love to have a pen-friend. 
Because of her spasticity 
she cannot get about much 
but very much enjoys 


swimming, reading and 
show-jumping. Please write 
te her at 45 Harp Field 
Road, Trent Vale, S.O.T. 
Staffs ST4 5QT. 


FINISHING touches fo the setting up of T he Spastics Society’s stand are undertaken by 


~ ) end of their days, but it m 


of? 


Mr Henry Gamper, Head of Advertising, while Intelligence Officer Mary Holland and 
Trisha Hamilton, Prevention Campaign Co-ordinator, tune the television ready to relay 
the ‘Care before Birth’ video message. 


Queen finds volunteers 


ready for the 1980's 


THE National Council 
of Social Service cele- 
brated its 60th anni- 
versary on Tuesday, 
November 20, by hold- 
ing a one-day exhibi- 
tion entitled Voluntary 
Organisations into the 
Eighties. 

Opened by Her 
Majesty the Queen, the 
exhibition in the Royal 
Horticultural Society 


Old Hall in Westmin- 
ster, attracted large 


Urostomy! 


anew standard of comfort and security 


SURGICARE System2 


Urostomy pouches simply snap onto the Stomahesive™ F lange 


Stomahesive™ Flange 
“the best in skin care 


“@pecial non-return valve @ 
, effectively prevents pooling 


Trademark 


with integrat 
supporting strap 


Surgicare™ System 2 saves the trauma 

of peeling off adhesive bags. The Stomahesive™ Flange 
can be left on the skin undisturbed for several days 
whilst the pouches are replaced as often as necessary. 

It makes possible a leak-free attachment of appliances 
to the skin thereby providing a unique degree of comfort 
tree of irritation and soreness often associated with 
ordinary adhesives. Surgicare'™ System 2 takes full 
advantage of these benefits which are particularly 
evident in the management or urostomies. 


Squibb Surgicare Limited 


Regal House 

Twickenham TW1 30T 

Fi 892 0164 Name BLOCK CAPITALS 
Made in England Address 

Authorised user 


@f ihe trademarks 


Surgicare™ Drainage System 


secure 
snap-lock seal 


® Thenon-return valve permits 
easy access of urine to 
the lower part of the pouch 
and efficiently prevents 
the return of urine to pool 
in the area ofthe stoma 

‘thus the Stomahesive ™ wafer 

is protected from the 
breakdown effects of urine 
and remains secure and 
Jeak-free for several days, 


Please send me your illustrated brochure on Surgicare™ System 2 Urostomy management 
Address your envelope to Squibb Surgicare Limited, Freepost TK 245, Twickenham TW1 1BR 


= No stamp required 
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crowds including many 
people in wheelchairs, 
who took full advant- 
age of the opportunity 
to find out more about 
new organisations as 
well as updating their 
existing knowledge of 
the more traditional 
charities. 


A total of 45 volun- 
tary organisations had 
publicity stands at the 
NCSS exhibition, the 
theme of The Spastics 
Society’s being the 
‘Save a Baby’ campaign. 

The ‘Save a Baby’ stand 
quickly caught the interest 
and attention of the Home 
Secretary, Mr William 
Whitelaw, who spent some 
time at the Society’s stand 
discussing the prevention 
of handicap and the need 
for Care Before Birth with 
Mrs Mary Holland, Intelli- 
gence Officer. 

‘Mr Whitelaw  parti- 
cularly. asked what action 
we thought was required,’ 
said Mary Holland, who 
told him that what was 
needed was a change in 
attitudes, and more plan- 
ning with foresight in 
order to provide a service 
to meet the needs of 
people. 

Later in the afternoon, 
delivering his first speech to 
an audience of voluntary or- 


ein 


ganisations, Mr Whitelaw 
began by saying that as 
Minister responsible for the 
overall co - ordination of 
government policy towards the 
voluntary sector, he welcomed 
the opportunity to say some. 
thing about the government's 
approach. 

‘I know that, in this gather- 
ing, I am preaching to the 
conyerted. But I would add 
this. We, in government, will 
continue by our oyerall 
policies, to create increasing 
opportunities for individual 
personal initiative. But we 
must look to you, who are 
already committeed in the 
voluntary sector, to help us in 
Spreading an appreciation of 
the values of which I haye 
spoken, and to proyide the 
stimulus which will bring 
others into the voluntary field. 

‘In contemplating the future 
in this way, I take great heart 
from the fact that .ai the pre- 
sent time, so great a part of 
the country’s voluntary effort 
continues to be funded very 
largely from yoluntary 
sources.” 

Mr; Whitelaw said that while 
voluntary money will continue 
to provide the major income 
for the voluntary sector, gov- 
ernment grants, whether at cen- 
tral or local level, would con- 
tinue to play an important part 
in the support of voluntary 
organisations. He added that 
the major contribution made 
by the voluntary sector means 
that ‘we must continue to 
develop appropriate means of 
consultation at all levels in 
the development of policy and 
planning the, delivery of ser- 
vices.’ 


ON E of the busiest stands at the ‘Voluntary Organisations 
into the Eighties’ exhibition was that of 


the Disability 


Alliance, where Irene Loach (far left) was kept fully occu- 
pied with a stream of interested inquirers. 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
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Joey’s fan 
I HAD to write and tell yoy 
how I enjoyed the items about 
Joey Deacon and his friends 
in the recent issues of Spasticg 
News. I hope they will be yery 
happy in their new house, and 
will “enjoy the homely 
atmosphere which they have 
¢ 7°. ee 
missed for so long. “I haye 
read Joey’s book, which mus 
have taken such a lot of. 
and patience to write, and 
reading about Joey and his p 
in your paper, I saw them 
on TY, and that was wond 
fuls 
Let’s hope they live happily 
in their new home until the 


be a big step for them af 
being in hospital for most of 
their lives. ae. 
Miss E. Agar, — 
Madison Avenue, 
Hodge Hill, 
Birmingham. . 
Your stories 
I AM currently writing 2 
book about the place 
disabled people in th 
society and would be 
greatly helped by personal 
accounts of the experience 
of disability. I want to find 
out what makes it hard te 
live with disability and 
what attitudes disabled 
people encounter in their 
work and social life. I also 
want to find out what helps — 
to make disability less 
restricting, what disabl 
people feel about t 
opportunities and servic 
now on offer and wh 
improvements they w: 
like to see in theses sam 
I should be ‘most gra 
if readers. could either 
me their own person 
accounts, or pass my reqt 
to people who would be w 
ing to help. None of 
information, of couise 
be used in any way 
identifies individuals. What | 
hope is that it may he 
clarify some of tne prob 
that disabled people face 
some solutions of these, 
Ann Shearer, 
26 Lambolle Place, 
London, NW3. 


Ethnic groups 
WE are trying to compile ¢ 
list of surveys and research 
related in any way to the 
health care needs and di 
culties of ethnic minori 
groups in Britain. ; 

We feel that a lot of ve 
useful work related to etar 
minorities is being done ¢ 
present all over the countn 
but that many of the resulls 
are never publicised. i” 

We would be very grateful 
if anyone who is doing an 
kind of survey or sm 
research and would like t 
share their results could send 
us their name, a contac! 
address and a short sim 
outline of the project, th 
group(s) it deals with, and ils 
aims. We should like to 
receive this information by 
January 31, 1980. 
Colette Taylor, 
Project Officer, 
King’s Fund Centre, 
126 Albert Street, 
London NW1 7NF. 


.». @rop a line 
ROBERT Dean, aged 35 
is looking for a penfrie 
preferably fe male. His 
interests are reading, will 
ing, classical music, walk 
ing and crossword puzzles 
Please write to him 


Merlyn House, West En¢ 
Road, Bitterne, Southamp: 
ton, Hants. 


a 


| A fair cop for funds 
| from sponsored sailor 


pECEMBER 


o. “ae 


ep Bebe 


1979 


AN Exeter policeman who sailed a trimaran in the Azorcs 
race last June has handed over a cheque for £2,050, his 
sponsorship money, to Vranch House School end Day 


Centre for Spastics. 


The 2,500-mile yacht race to the Azores and back 
in which he came fifth, will qualify Sgt Peter Phillips to 
take part in the 1980 Royal Western/Observer Single- 


handed Transatlantic Race. 


Set Phillips’ trimaran ‘Kingsbury’ flew a pennant 
specially designed by the children of Vranch House, who 
charted his progress throughout the race. He was spon- 


who insists that the cuddly 


sored by hundreds of local people. 


FIFE Playcrafts factory manager is Elizabeth Burton, 
toys made by the special school 


leavers are up to a rigorous commercial standard. 


The toy 
makers 


of Fife 


FIFE Playcrait is a Scot- 
ti: ~ -cheme producing toys 
and play equipment all of 
which has been tried and 
tested im local special 
schools in Fife. The 
workers themselves are all 
special school leavers, 16- 
17-year-olds who are 
physically “or mentally 
handicapped, signing on fo 
learn basic job skills such 
as sewing or woodwork. 
The project began in 
1976 as a small workshop 
supplying toy libraries in 
Fife, but has now moved 
into a brand new £100,000 
factory in Dunfermline 
where the running costs are 
being met by the Man- 
power Services Commis- 
sion. Now Fife Playcraft 
aims to distribute its cata- 


logue all over the country. 
Picture by 
‘The Scotsman 


CHILDREN from ‘Treng- 
weath Spastics Centre, 
Plymouth, were pleased to 
show off their new sandpit, 


together with a set of 
dominoes and other toys 
and games made specially 
for them by the woodwork 
pupils of Widey Secondary 


Gifts for playtime 


Founder's 


daughter 


marries 


MISS Susan  Hedgson, 
daughter of the late Mr 
Eric Hodgson, one of the 
four founder members of 
The Spastics Society, and 
Mrs Nellie Hodgson, has 
married Mr Stanley Barnes, 
and the couple are pictured 
left. 

Both Mr and Mrs Barnes 


‘are residents of the Beech- 


wood Cheshire Home in 
Huddersfield, and will con- 
tinue to make their home 
there. Mrs Barnes is a mem- 
ber of the Huddersfield and 


District Spastics Society. 


Picture by the 
Huddersfield Examiner 


CARDIFF and _ District 
Spastics Association 


wanted to convey a special 
thank you fo one of their 
members, Mr Jack Evans, 
who has been with them for 
over 28 years. Their Chair- 
man Mrs D. Cottle is seen 
above handing over the 
gift of a portable television 
set. 

‘None of Jack’s children 
are disabled but he has 
worked for the Cardiff and 


School. Senior woodwork 
master Mr M. Hillier also 
presented a. cheque for £50 
to Miss Dorothy Carpenter 
from Trengweath while 
Peter Martin and Christo- 
pher Elliot represented the 
schooL 
Picture by Western 
Morning News 


District Association unstin- 
tingly for over a quarter 
of a century,’ says Emlyn 


Davies, senior regional 
officer for The Spastics 
Society. 


Now she 


doesn t 
need the 
Sharks 


THE Shropshire Sharks, 
the new name for the 
Shropshire Spastics Swim- 
ming Club, have had to 
give one of their young 
members the order of the 
flipper because she is no 
longer disabled. 


Eight-year-old Joanne 
Jackson, who used to wear 
calipers and use a wheel- 
chair because of a congeni- 
tal hip condition, was 
recommended by a paedia- 
trician to join this well- 
known club for handicap- 
ped swimmers. Two 
survival medals and one 
national frephy  iater, 
Joanne now walks and 
skips along to school like 
other eight year olds. 

‘I would like to think 
our club had something to 
do with it, says Ted 
Cowen, organiser of the 
Shropshire Sharks, who 
recently hosted the county’s 
first ‘Mini Olympics’ at 
Shrewsbury Baths. 


FIVE pre-University stu- 
dents at British Aerospace 
Dynamics Group, Bristol, 
have designed and built a 
lightweight portable device 
which enables the handi- 
capped to readily mount 
and dismount from horse- 
back. 

The rider is fitted in a 
simple harness and 
winched into position. The 
pulley block traverses the 
top’ beam of the rigid alu- 
minium alloy structure 
enabling the rider to be 
accurately positioned over 
the horse before being 
lowered into position. 

The winch is operated by 
one. person and can mount 
riders who weigh up to 16 
stone, a system for children 
could use lighter materials. 
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Young idea gives ‘lift 
off’ for disabled riders 


Easily erected in 5-10 minutes 
if can be carried on a car's roof 
rack, 

Each year the training 
department at Bristol sponsor 
pre-University students to give 
them a foretaste of life in 
industry, and the opportunity 
to manage a complete project. 
After some basic engincering 
training in workshops and 
drawing office the students were 
set the project which Lad to be 
completed in 14 weeks, and 
kept within the £150 budget, 
excluding company resources 
and material. ; 

Picture shows: left to right, 
Dixit Patel, Swinden; David 
Huther, Abingdon; David 
Hornsby, Worthing; Ian Farr, 
Plymouth; and Mark Gillett, 


Maryport. The pony Gypsy 
belongs. to Emma, left, and 
Fiona Ransom, who live at 
Thornbury. 


lanufacturer S of — 
standard &special — 


purpose filters, 
strainers and 
separators 


Filtration & Valves Limited 
VEE BEE Works, Bromley Street, Stourbridge, West Midlands DY9 8HU, England 
Telephone: Lye (038 482) 3025. Telex: 337757 


SN Dee 


orbit 


controis 


for Advanced concepts 
in industrial electronics 


ORBIT CONTROLS LTD 
LANSDOWN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
CHELTENHAM GLS51 8PL 


Telephone: 0242-26608 
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of humour.’ 


‘Shadow’ 
Minister 


Continued trom Page 1 


they can become hospital- 
ised—at far greater cost to 
public funds.’ 


Mr Morris said that he 
had received a parliamen- 
tary reply on November 12 
from Sir George Young, an 
Under-Secretary of State at 
the Department of Health 
and Social Security, giving 
him the average daily cost 
of maintaining patients in 
hospital. The reply showed 
that for the year ending 
March 31, 1978, the aver- 
age daily costs were: 
£38.05p a day for acute 
cases in hospital; £15.32p a 
day for geriatric cases in 
hospital. 

‘That is approaching 
£14,000 a year to keep a 
person who is an. acute 
case in hospital and £5,500 
a year to keep an elderly 
person in hospital. It 
doesn’t cost anything like 
that amount to enable a 
disabled person to live in 
his or her home.’ 

‘Most of my work as 
Minister for the Disabled 
and now as “Shadow” 
Minister has been con- 
cerned with trying to 
enable people to stay as 
part of the community.’ 


{ 


®@ A DREAM comes true for Penny and her mother, brother and sister as 
a little box enables her to crack a joke. 


‘One of the wonderful things 
about it,’ said her father, ‘is that we’ve discovered her great sense 


Picture by the Daily Mirror. 


‘Love from Penny after 
itetime of — 
silence. # 


rh 
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PENNY Kitchen, a 16-year-old from Halifax whose family emigrated to 
Canada, has found her voice. But it isn’t the accent of her native York. 
shire or the typical drawl of North America. When Penny speaks she 
sounds more like a Dalek straight out of Dr Who — and she’s delighted, 
For Penny is a severely handicapped spastic, confined toa wheelchair, and 
for years the only way she could communicate was by tapping out a 
message laboriously on an electronic typewriter by means of a wand 
attached to her forehead. She still has to use the wand but now it con. 
nects with a ‘magic box.’ The box contains a tiny computerised voice 
device, with a storehouse of sounds, words and phrases represented by 
combinations of numbers. 


And the first words she spoke in its strange 
staccato sounds were quite simply: ‘Mum, Dad, 
| love you both so much. I’ve been wanting to 
say that for such a long time.’ - 


End of a long climb for 


Julie’s 
mother 


SOON there’ll be no 
more bedtime stairs to 
climb for Julie’s mum, 
Mrs Catherine Stock- 
ton, of Stretford, 
thanks to the gener- 
osity of an anonymous 
donor, who sent a 
cheque for £3,000 to 
pay for the building of 


a ground floor bed- 


room. 

Julie’s parents; Mr and 
Mrs Stockton, were turned 
down for a grant by Traf- 
ford Council, a decision 
which led Mr Nigel Smith, 
Senior Regional Officer for 
The Spastics Society to say, 
‘Trafford is leading the 
stakes for the meanest 
council in the land.’ 

The Stocktons then tried 
to raise a second mortgage 
without much — success. 
Their plight was publicised 
in the Manchester Evening 
News (which took the pic- 
ture) and a local solicitor 
promised a _ cheque for 
£3,000. 


INTERNATIONAL 
CEREBRAL PALSY 


‘We are absolutely over- 
whelmed by this act of 
kindness, commented 


Julie’s tather, maintenance 


engineer Alan Stockton. ‘I 
can contact the builder so 
that the job can be started 
right away. All the plans 
have been passed. It was 


just a question of 
money.’ 

Hopefully the work will 
be completed by Christmas. 
Julie’s parents are 
delighted, and Julie’s only 
worry is, ‘Will Father 
Christmas be able to find 
my new room?’ 


Director speaks at Dublin ICP 


$ Seminar 


THE VIP line-up at the Inter- 
national Cerebral Palsy 
meeting in Dublin. 

Pictured left are Mrs Anita 
Loring, secretary of IPCS: 
Senator The Hon Lady Gould- 
ing: Dr P. J. Hillery, President 
o: 6the: «Trish Republic; Mr 
James Loring, Director of The 
Spastics Society: and Dr (, 
Barry, Director of ihe Central 
Remedial Clinie, Wublin. 
There was a showing of the 
‘Feeling Special? fil. and 
papers were given by Mr 
Loring, Professor Paul Polani 
and Dr Adinolfi of, the 
Paediatric Research Unit at 
Guy’s Hospital, 


Society's 


the 


The battery operated 
device is small enough 
to be portable so that 
no matter where she is, 
Penny can always get a 
word in edgeways — 
for instance, when she 
is in the company of 
strangers who ignore 
her. ‘Talk to me,’ she 
tells them, ‘I’m not as 
stupid as | look!’ 

One day her mother was 
cooking Sunday lunch and 
as she took the traditional 
part of the meal out of the 
oven, the Yorkshire pud- 
ding. Penny said ‘Mm— 
lunch smells good, Mum.’ 
But the word store is not 
confined to just soft words 
and kind phrases. Her 13- 
year-old brother, Peter, got 
the ‘rough side of her 
tongue’ one day when she 
suddenly said: ‘For good- 
ness sake, Peter, blow your 
nose. You are driving me 
crazy with your sniffing.” 
And the doctors at the 
hospital in Canada which 
she attends regularly were 


THE new prestige Wolsey 
Theatre in Ipswich, 
officially opened by Prin- 
cess Alexandra recently, 
can only accommodate one 
wheel-chair-bound theatre- 
goer at any one time. This 
sole space is the only pro- 
vision made for the dis- 
abled at the new theatre, 
built with monc¢y raised 
from rates, taxes and public 
donations. 

The theatre does -+how- 
ever meet the statutory 
obligations of the Chroni- 
cally Sick and Disabled 
Persons Act because of a 
ramped entrance. 

Handicapped people 
have easy access to the 
ground floor and as long 
as they can transfer to a 
normal seat, there will be 
no problem, says theatre 
chairman Mr David 
Heckels. 


One of the most vocal 
protesters is a voluntary 
helper with the local Spas- 
tics Society, Mr Harold 
Millen, who wanted to 
know, ‘What about those 


Disabled are ‘hurt’ at 


similarly surprised when 
they asked her to talk 
about the hospital. 3 

Penny spoke fox literally 
millions of similarly handi-— 
capped people when she 
told them: ‘I do not like it. 
when doctors talk about 
me in the third person 
when I am sitting there, 
They talk about me as if [ 
am stupid.’ 

Have a chat with Penny 
these days and she will tell 
you: ‘It was awful wanting 
to say things and not being 
able to. I felt very left out. . 
[ used to think if only [ 
could talk people would 
get to know the real me, 
They would not think [ 
was as stupid as I look. It 
is fantastic being able to 
talk. It has opened up a 
new world for me. ; 

‘I love joining in discus- 
sions and chipping in on 
conversations. [ do not 
want sympathy. I just want: 
people to accept me as 
normal. I hope to go to” 
University. I do not know 
what I want to do for a liv- 
ing. I know I will be res- 
tricted in my _— choice. 
Maybe I will do some- 
thing to help people like 
me. 


LIZ COOK. 
a 
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Pets". 


Oe wes 


Ipswich | 


who can’t get out to sit in 
a seat? ij 

‘They could have left 
recesses for half a dozen 
places at least. Everyone 
confined to a wheelchair 
will feel very hurt to think 
they are trying.to keep us 
out of the theatre.’ Rs 
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